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Larry Hamm at his Retirement Reception December 12, 2008
Long time Community Development employee and NAHRO member Larry Hamm officially retired on December 19, 2008 after 36 years serving the housing needs of Lawrence, Kansas.  Larry began his career with the City in 1972 as a surveyor and draftsperson in the Engineering Division of the Public Works Department.  In 1979 he was promoted to Rehabilitation Specialist in the Community Development Department.  1989 found him promoted to Rehabilitation Projects Coordinator where he served until his retirement.  

Larry has survived numerous department name changes during his tenure with the City including Community Development, Housing and Neighborhood Development (HAND), Neighborhood Resources, and most recently, Planning and Development Services.
Larry’s hard work and knowledge of the job helped the City’s community development department earn numerous honors including awards for Community Wide Consolidated Planning, Creating a Suitable Living Environment, and Coordinated Approach to Affordable Housing.  In 2008, the department was awarded the Best of the Best Practices award from the Kansas City HUD office for their part in the development of Homewood Gardens Partnership Project with Lawrence’s Community Housing Development Organization, Tenants to Homeowners, Inc.  “Larry’s experience and expertise were instrumental in our ability to achieve these awards” said Margene Swarts, Assistant Director of Planning and Development Services and Larry’s boss.

Larry has been a staunch supporter of Kansas NAHRO and its Community Revitalization & Development committee.  He has served as Facilitator and Panelist on numerous occasions at Kansas NAHRO conventions and was certified as a Community Development Rehabilitation Specialist by NAHRO in the 1980’s.  Because of his dedication to the organization and enduring years of service to NAHRO, the Kansas chapter awarded him a lifetime membership at their Annual Meeting in November of 2008.

Larry enjoys working on and driving his “63” Corvette that he purchased upon his discharge from military service.  He plans on keeping his home in Lawrence and travel a little when his wife retires.  We will miss his get-it-done attitude and concern for his clients and friends, but we will look forward to seeing him at future meetings and conferences. 
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